GARRISON DIVERSION
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
P.O. Box 140
CARRINGTON, N.D. 58421
(701) 652-3194

Fax (701) 652-3195
gocd@dakiel.com

www.garrisendiversion.org

August 4, 2003

Dennis Breitzman, Area Manager
Bureau of Reclamation

Dakotas Area Office

PO Box 1017

Bismarck, ND 58502-1017

Dear Mr. Breitzman:
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As the clearinghouse agency for the state of North Dakota, the Garrison
Diversion Conservancy District has reviewed the enclosed comments and
finds them to be consistent with current state policy in regard to the Red
River Valley Water Supply Project. Please accept the enclosed comments

from the state agencies.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

7 I
Dave Koland
Manager

Enclosures
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North Dakota Parks & Recreation Department

aarth dnhntn_._-’
parks and
'fecrcntlon

John Hoeven, Governor

Douglass A. Prchal, Director

Fieid Manager
Brad Pozamsky
2 Lake Metigoshe State Park
Sottineaw, ND 58318
Ph. (701) 2634054

Cross Ranch
1403 River Road
Center, ND 58530

Ph {701}794-3731
«Littte Missoun-Killdeer

Devils Lake
152 S. Duncan Dr.
Devils Lake, ND 58301
Ph, {701} 7664015
-Black Tiger Bay
*Graharmns Istand
«Shelvers Grove

.~ 1. Abraham Lincoln
{  iDForLincain Road
) wdan, ND 58554

. {701) 663.9571
-sully Creek-Medora

Ft. Ransom
5581 Walt Helle Parioway
Fl. Ransom, ND 58033
Ph, (7011973431
‘Beaver Lake-Wishek
Ph. (701)452.2752

Fi. Stevenson
1252A 415t Ave, NW
Gamson, NG 58540
Ph.{70%)337-5576

icelandic
13571 Hwy 5
Cavalier, ND 58220
Ph. {701) 2654561

Lake Metigoshe
#2 Lake Metigoshe State Park
Botuineay, ND 58318
Ph. (701) 2634651

{ ake Sakakawea
Box 732
Riverdale, ND 58565
Ph {701)487-3315

Lewis & Clark
4904 119th Rd. NW
ping, ND 58843
{701} 659-3071

Turtle River
3084 Park Ave
Arvilla, ND 58214
Ph.(701) 5944445
‘Elmwood-Grafion

1835 Bismarck Expressway, Bismarck, N 58504

Phone: (701) 328-5357 Fax: (701) 328-5363 E-Mail: parkrec@state.nd.us Web: hitp://www.ndparks.com

July 21, 2003

Dave Koland, Manager
Garrison Diversion Conservancy
P.O. Box 140

Carrington, ND 58421

Dear Dave:

Last week Jerry Schock visited our office regarding the Red River EIS with
interest in further agency comments on potential recreation opportunities.
Following that meeting [ received your letter asking for similar information so
offer these general thoughts.

Early in the data gathering stage of this study we provided recent State
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) findings that identify
general outdoor recreation interests by planning region. A copy of that
information is also attached to this note. As you know, delivery of water,
especially a reliable source, provides enhanced opportunity for economic and
municipal expansion. Recreation is one of those amenities that adds to a
communities quality of life while also supporting economic development
efforts. Within Planning Regions 4and 5, encompassing the Red River
Comidor, priority recreation needs identified are open space development that
encompasses sport facilities including sport courts and playground and picnic
areas. Pools and beaches along with trails also constitute identified interests
along the Red River Valley.

To provide more specific intormation, especiaily the type and numbers of
facilities in any of the SCORP categories is difficult for our office to provide.
Consultation with citizens and park and recreation staff in the respective cities
within the planning cormidor will best gather that specific data. Population
data 1s best gathered at the local level also to aid in assessing the appropriate
level of future facility need related to existing supply. Our agency conducted
a statewide assessment of the recreation value of rivers roughly a decade ago
and that study dlassified the Red River as a low priority for canoeing. That
assessment was determined due primarily to the presence of low head dams,
low river flows and water quality issues identified by the pubilic.



No 1ssues artse regarding public scoping, and alternative plans, or biota
transfer will not be commented on. Routing of the water delivery system or
biota transfer are both areas we do not have the expertise to comment on.
Environmental aspects of the project we focus on include the avoidance of
endangered species in any routes selected for study. Reference to identified
species were provided to the planning team early in the study so we trust that
mformation was utilized in selection of the alternative routes. Water delivery
routes should be selected to minimize impact to existing natural and cultural
resources as well as avoiding existing outdoor recreation areas so as not to
reduce those experiences.

We are pleased to aid your study efforts and look forward to continued
dialogue and input.

Sincetely,

AN

Attachment

Ce Jesse Hanson
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July 18, 2003

Dave Koland, Manager

Garrison Diversion Conservancy District
PO Box 140

Carrington, ND 58421

Dear Mr. Koland:

The Department has reviewed the following draft documents pertaining to the proposed
environmental impact statement on the Red River Valley Water Supply Project: 1) summary of
public scoping, 2) alternative plans, 3) population needs numbers and projections, 4) environmental
specific plan of study, and 5) the biota transfer specific plan of study. It appears from initial review
of these documents the input into this process from agencies and the general public has provided
good comprehensive draft documents.

The Department has not yet reviewed the individual alternatives for specific environmental impacts
but will review the anticipated impacts and the proposed mitigation plan at the appropriate time.
One of our interests during the review is to optimize the opportunity to establish and maintain
minimum in-siream flows through Red River Valley’s rivers and tributaries. By establishing in-
stream flows we maintain numerous values of the streams.

In regards to the other draft documents, the Department does not have any further comments but

remains committed to participate in the process. Should you have any questions, please contact
Bruce Kreft at 328-6224.

Sincerely, )

- Z

Michael G. McKenna
Chief
Conservation & Communication Division

blk



NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH L 20 2003

Environmental Health Section

Location: Mailing Address:
1200 Missouri Avenue Fax #: P.C. Box 5520
Bismarck, ND 58504-5264 701-328-5200 Bismarck, ND 58508-5520

July 18, 2003

Dave Koland, Manager
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District

PO Box 140
Can“iri;{ton, ND 58421 COPY
Dear Mr, Koland:

This Department has completed its review of the draft documents pertaining to the proposed
environmental impact statement on the Red River Valley Water Supplv Project.

As an overview I think the process is proceeding very well with agencies and the public having
ample opportunities for input.

The Department of Health is particularly interested in the wise use and distribution of the best
possible water for human needs and environmental enhancement.

The Water Quality Needs Assessment and Aquatic Needs Assessment furthers our understanding
of chemical and biological river processes and subsequent environmental needs. We view water

quality and water quantity as inextricably linked and therefore encourage these efforts.

The alternatives identified for study are reasonable and should be explored. We suggest the Red
Lake River be added as a supply alternative in the study.

The biota transfer plan of study is an appropriate approach to this issue.

Thank you again for asking for our input into this very important issue. Should you have any
questions, I can be reached at 328-5237.

Sing

Michael T. Sauer
Senior Environmental Scientist

Div. Of Water Quality

MTS:dlp
Environmental Health Air Municipat Waste Water
Section Chief's Office Quality Facilities Management Quality
701-328-5150 701-328-5188 701-328-5211 701-328-5166 701-328-5210

Website: www health.state.nd.us/ndhd/environ
Printed on recycled paper.
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North Dakota
Department of Transportation

David A. Sprynczynatyk, PE. John Hoeven

Director Gouvernor

June 11, 2003

Mr. Dave Koland, Manager j’
Garmson Diversion Conservancy District

P.O. Box 140
Carrington, ND 58421

COMMENTS ON RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT - EIS -
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC SCOPING

This 1s to convey our initial comments regarding the proposed project. In addition to these
comments, we will have attendance at the upcoming meetings to be held in Grand Forks,
Valley City, and Fargo later this month. Our comments are as follows:

With regard to the options that use existing river and stream channels, we wish to point out that
the North Dakota Century Code provides a requirement for various levels of government to
provide certain levels of flood frequency provisions for bridge crossings of roadways. The storm
frequency requirements are dependent upon functional classification of the roadway and our,
conveyed through administrative rules. The administrative rules for the various bridge/roadway
crossings are to be found at North Dakota Administrative Code Article 89-14 Stream Crossings.
We believe that the EIS should address any impacts with regard to cost and flood frequency
availability of the bridge crossings for options that provide for the conveyance of the proposed
water supply through current river channels. The cost participation of mitigating impacts to
highways and bridges should also be addressed in the document. Information on existing bridges
on state and county roads can be obtained by contacting the North Dakota DOT Bridge Division.
Also, any wetland and cultural impacts must be addressed and mitigated by the GDCD or project
owner.

Those options that will require new crossings of highways should address the cost of maintaining
traffic during the time of construction. This is most critical in crossings of the Interstate system
as advance construction of median crossovers typically needs to be done prior to closing down
the roadway impacted by a construction site.

Throughout the area where work must be done on the highway right of way, appropriate permits
and risk management documents will need to be obtained from the North Dakota DOT at the
appropriate district office. The district map and ¢ontact person for each district is enclosed.

608 East Boulevard Avenue * Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0700
Information: (701) 328-2500 « FAX: (701} 328-4545 « TTY: (701) 3284156 « www.discovernd.com/dot



Mr. Dave Koland, Manager
Page?2
June 11, 2003

The alternative that provides for a pipeline down the [-94 corridor should address the methods for
crossing rivers along the corridor as well as interchanges and separations along the corridor.

In closing, those are our comments to date. We will try to have attendance of our District
Engineers at the respective June meetings where additional, more site specific comments may be
advanced.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 701-328-4406.

//;7?, Pl

TIMOTHY J. HORNER, P.E., TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS DIRECTOR

sas
Enclosure
c: Francis Ziegiler

Terry Udland

Kevin Levi

Brad Darr

Nick Ludowese

John Thompson :

Bob Walton -
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