"March 15, 2006
Regional Director: il '
United States Bureau of Reclamation
P.O. Box 36900 '
Billings. Montana 59107+ 6900
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Dear Sir:

1 TR [

The purpose of this'letter is to request an ‘exteiisionsf the e which is being allowed for
comment on the Draft Env1ronmental Impact! Statement {DE1S) for the Red River Valley Water
Supply Project.

Reclamation invited participation by various entities and groups in the development of studies
and documents which would be necessary in order for the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a
comprehensive study of the water quality and quantity. needs of the Red River Valley and
possible options for meeting those needs through an open and public process in accordance with
the Dakota Water Resources Act (DWRA). Thus, a large number of groups and agencies
participated in a lengthy process which preceded the preparation of the DNOR by Reclamation
and the State of North Dakota. The report was released by the Dakotas Area Manager with a
comment deadline of October 3, 2005. My comments were mailed on September 28, 2005 and
numerous other comment letters were prOVided in a timely manner.

;u sy expectations anid to what I understand to be representative of “an open and public
i7ovess” such as the Secretary was mandated by the DWRA to conduct, the “Final Report on Red
Kiver v d.llt:y W aier iNeeds and UleOIlb U‘lVUl\) wds UlbLIIDuLCU iNvvember Lb, ./_UU.), dnd d
talt Luvicotuncnial impact Statement” {DEIS) was distribuied Decciniber 30, 20063 withiout
responses having been provided to those who commented on the DNOR. The Area Manager’s

Naowvember 28 20085 jetter frnnqmiffin(r the FNOIR ctated that Reclamation wanld make the

comments and responses available to the public earlv in 2006, Aithough dr\dgrecd wuth the

1acl Ryan on nr‘r‘cerﬂ- 1 1. W)(\C 1 h(‘]!

part oi the pubiic parilcipaiton process for the Environmeniai impaci Siaiemeni. .

The comments were provided to Reclamation more than 5-months ago. The DNOR which
crompted the comments was finallized and published by Reclamation more thun three and wne
half monthc ago. | have not received responses to the comments and do not find that they are

cimnis wes e ov ene ad promised. I is unrealisiic 10 expect the mnieresied pubiic, inciuding
niysell, o comment on the DEIS or o effectively parlicipate in the process al this poini without
the oenetilt 0l those responses.

I believe the present deadline for comments on the DEIS is March 30, 2006. The comment
period should not be terminated until the DNOR comments and responses have boen mads
avatlable to the public and until the public has had adequate time to consider them 1n relation to




the DEIS.

Sincerely,
W, I Gaao
Neil Stessman

1106 Moon Valley Rd
Billings, MT 59105

CC:
— Dennis Breitzman, Area Manager
Signe Snortland, Study Manager



