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June 19, 2003

Headquarters

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: CECW-P (IP)

7701 Telegraph Road

Alexandria, VA 22315-3860

C/O

Mr. Robert Anfang

St. Paul District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: CEMVP-PM-A

190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

By E-mail (and hardcopy by Fed Ex)

Dear Sirs:
On behalf of the National Wildlife Federation, I would like to submit the following comments on the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Final Devils Lake, North Dakota Integrated Planning Report and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) April, 2003. The National Wildlife Federation, with more than 4 million members and supporters, is the nation's largest conservation education and advocacy organization. The Federation has a long history of involvement with development and conservation of the nation's water resources, and particularly with water resources issues in North Dakota, including the proposed Devils Lake project.  These comments are also submitted on behalf of the Minnesota Conservation Federation, Minnesota's oldest conservation organization, which is dedicated to preserving the State's natural resources - it's air, soil, minerals, forests, waters and wildlife - on behalf of its more than 3,900 members. 

Our organizations are deeply concerned that in preparing this FEIS, the Corps has seriously failed to meet both the requirements of NEPA and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  The EIS continues to use an entirely unrealistic and unlikely climate scenario to justify this project.  The EIS and the Section 404(b)(1) analysis fails in virtually all categories to identify and mitigate the enormous likely impacts that will result from construction and operation of this Outlet.  The EIS fails to explore critically important alternatives to building a pump and canal system to drain water from the Devils Lake.  It fails to utilize current sound science in addressing the water issues involved and utterly fails to substantiate its conclusion of support for the proposed "preferred" alternative.  The Corps should support a policy of continued infrastructure protection and wetland restoration and reject the FEIS and 404(b)(1) analysis as entirely inadequate to meet the requirements of NEPA and the Clean Water Act. 

If you have further questions regarding our comments, please do not hesitate to call me at 202-797-6697 or Mr. Gary Pearson at 701-252-6036.

Respectfully submitted, 

David R. Conrad

Water Resources Specialist

National Wildlife Federation
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