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Dennis Breitzman, Area Manager
Bureau of Reclamation
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The Red River Basin Commission (RRBC) is a non-profit international organization
that operates in Canada and the United States in the Province of Manitoba and the
States of Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota. The RRBC 41 member
board represents local, provincial, state, and tribal leaders in the area as well as
ex-officio representation from federal agencies and legislators at all levels.

In a letter dated February 9, 2006 RRBC submitted the following comments
regarding the Red River Valley Water Supply Project, Draft EIS. RRBC is in the
process of developing a strategy to address Objective 10.2 in the NRFP: to
facilitate the development of a basin drought plan. In addition RRBC will facilitate
discussion between the jurisdictions to address the concerns of downstream
interests, such as the identification of what adequate treatment would be in event
that an out-of-basin alternative is selected. RRBC is working to complete these
two initiatives before the ROD. RRBC asks that the BOR consider input from these
two initiatives in determining its recommendation on a preferred water supply
option and finalizing its ROD, if the information is provided before the ROD is

finalized.

On the first item, a basin drought plan, RRBC has not moved this effort far enough
to provide adequate input to the Supplemental Draft EIS. RRBC intends to
continue developing the basin drought plan, but does not intend that this process
would delay the final ROD.

On the other item the jurisdictional out of basin discussions, RRBC has facilitated
two levels of discussion: one looking at the over-riding concerns to clarify them
and the other a technical sub-committee to further explore the technical
differences, costs, and related issues. This discussion over the past year in the
basin has indeed led to a clearer understanding of the downstream jurisdictional
concerns. These concerns have been heard at the state and federal level.
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RRBC still considers in-basin options to be the most consistent with its Guiding
Principles and NRFP goals and objectives. However, if an out of basin alternative is
ultimately selected, in order to address downstream interests, that alternative must
inciude a multi-barrier biota treatment facility that meets the treatment goals for the
preferred alternative as described in the Supplementary Draft EIS.

Sincerely,
' [~]
Tom Fischer Lance Yohe,

Chair of RRBC Executive Director, RRBC



